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Year 5 Geography Curriculum – Spring Term
	
	Theme: World countries and capitals

	Curriculum objectives
	Vocabulary
	Links across the curriculum

	1. Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.
2. To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
	Keyword
	Definition 
	Utilities
	an organization supplying the community with electricity, gas, water, or sewerage.
	PSHE – 
History – 
English – 
Science – 

	1. 
	border
	a boundary especially of a country or state
	Economy
	the way an economic system (as of a country or a period in history) is arranged
	· 

	2. 
	country
	a nation or its territory
	Environment
	the social and cultural conditions that influence a person or human community
	· 

	3. 
	landlocked
	enclosed or nearly enclosed by land  
	United Nations (UN) 

	The United Nations is an organization that includes almost all the world’s countries, or nations. It is called the UN for short. By the 21st century the United Nations had more than 190 members. The main goal of the United Nations is world peace. The United Nations also works to reduce poverty and suffering and to improve people’s lives in other ways.

	· 

	4. 
	city
	a place in which people live that is larger or more important than a town
	
	
	· 

	5. 
	Capital city
	The government of the country is here. 
	
	
	· 

	6. 
	The Commonwealth
	[bookmark: _Int_MeOi7DMT]the United Kingdom & most of the countries formerly dependent on it.
	
	
	· 

	7. 
	European Union (EU)
	Countries in Europe that are part of the EU.
	
	
	· 

	Prior Knowledge:
Understanding the World- EYFS
	Future Knowledge:
The Water Cycle- Year 4
North America and Sustainability- Year 6


	Lesson Sequence
	Key Knowledge
	Key Skills

	1. How are countries different from one another?
	· There are over 200 countries in the world. They vary in size from the very large (e.g. Canada and Russian Federation) to the very small (e.g. Monaco and Vatican City). Some form a compact square or rectangular shape while others are long and thin. There are a number of island nations which are scattered over a large sea area while some countries are completely landlocked (Lesotho). 
	· Discuss how the world is divided into countries of different shapes and sizes and how they differ from one another. 

	2. What are the different countries of the world?
	· There are 195 recognised countries in the world (193 as member states of United Nations). 54 are in Africa, 48 are in Asia, 44 are in Europe (including the countries of the UK), 33 are in Southern, Central America and the Carribean, 14 in Oceania (Australasia) and 2 in North America.
	· Compare 3 countries of a similar size looking at an atlas/google earth. Make notes on the physical and human geography of those places and how it is similar and different. Also consider temperature and climate depending on continent and proximity to the equator.

	3. Are the largest cities always capital cities?
	· Theoretically, the capital should be the largest city in the country and centrally placed geographically, however, historical forces may result in the capital being displaced or pushed to one side (Berlin is in the extreme east of Germany; Vienna is on the edge of Austria). 
· Some countries have deliberately relocated their capital to more central locations for political reasons such as: Brasilia (Brazil), Ankara (Turkey) Dodoma (Tanzania) and Astana (Kazakhstan). In each of these cases, the new capital is considerably smaller than the previous centre of government. 
In the Netherlands, South Africa and Israel, the functions of the capital are split between different cities. 
· Capital cities of most countries are located on a main river or channel which formed historical trade routes for shipping. Even today rivers like the Thames, Brahmaputra, Mississippi, Nile, Yangtze, Rhine, Danube, Amazon and Ganga form inland waterway networks that support millions of businesses and move billions of tonnes of cargo.
	· Research countries where the largest city is not the capital and reason from findings why this is not the case. 
Examples could include: Australia with Canberra and Sydney, Belgium with Brussels and Antwerp, Brazil with Brasilia and Sao Paulo, Canada with Ottawa and Toronto, China with Beijing and Shanghai, India with New Dehli and Mumbai. 


	4. How can I research a city?
	· A city is an area in which a large number of people live closely together. Cities usually have their own separate governments and systems for maintaining and providing utilities and transportation.
	· Research using atlases, books, google earth, the internet or similar sources a capital city of choice and write key features into books. Ask questions for each pupils’ choice and have them find out: does it have any famous monuments? When was it founded or created? How many people live there? Is it on a river or sea? Is it famous for food/music/festivals or any cultural events? 
· Pupils present information to their peers.

	5. Which areas should countries work together at improving?
	· There is an increasing need for countries to work together to promote their livelihood and to combat global environmental and security problems.
· Belonging to a country gives people a sense of belonging and identity, however it can also lead to rivalry and conflict. countries must cooperate with one another if they hope to have meaningful links by trade, travel and environmental issues.
	· Research as individuals or whole class what the EU, the commonwealth and the United Nations have said on different causes. Find out which countries are working hard for change and which are not.


	6. How can countries work to improve the environment?
	· Organisations such as the EU, the commonwealth and the United Nations help to mobilised countries towards peaceful links. Recently a main focus has been the issue of the environment and how countries as individuals can enact laws in their lands to protect and maintain the environment.
	· Act in a roleplay with children enacting the part of countries’ representatives and their response to a fictional oil spill in the North sea. Possible countries could be: the UK, France, Germany, Norway, Denmark, The Netherlands and Belgium. 

	Themes and links

	Geography themes
	Where these are covered:
	Links across the Geography curriculum

	Space and scale
	· Lessons 1 to 6 
		EYFS
	Understanding the world

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	The Water Cycle


	6
	North America and Sustainability





	Interdependence
	· Lessons 1 to 6
	· 

	Environment and sustainability
	· Lessons 1 to 6
	· 

	Cultural understanding and diversity
	· Lesson 1 
· Lesson 5 
· Lesson 6
	· 
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